4                               JEAN SIBELIUS.

to everything that was said about him in order to
form an idea of his personality.

"All that I heard about him testified to the
liking and esteem that he enjoyed in Tavastehus
society. As a doctor he was beloved by his
patients, whose hearts he won by his friendly
manner and his sympathetic character. He was
also very popular in society: apparently scarcely
any large dinner-party could be given without his
being present. He played the guitar and had a
good voice. During his schooldays in Borga he
had been one of the mainstays of quartet singing in
school, and as a student he was in the choir when
' King Charles's Hunt/ the first opera written in
Finland, was performed for the first time in
Helsingfors in 1852.

" My father was a good man and a good friend.
He had a large heart, I have had opportunities of
reading letters that bear witness to his constant
readiness to help his friends by word and deed* His
was a cheerful and optimistic disposition, and in
this respect he probably took after his father,
Johan Sibelius, who was a town councillor in
Lovisa, and the first of the Sibelius family to settle
in the town. My father presumably inherited his
musical gifts from his mother, the daughter of a
Swedish doctor, Mathias Akerberg, who removed
early in the 1780*3 from Skane in Sweden to Lovisa,
where he married; he ended his life as provincial
doctor in Abo.